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POLICE — GRADUATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [1.06 pm]: Police graduation ceremonies are magnificent 
public occasions that celebrate the achievements and potential of our newest police officers. This year, these 
graduation ceremonies have been necessarily disrupted by the restrictions imposed as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The lifting of some of these restrictions has meant that the passage of trainee police from recruits to 
sworn officers has been marked by a proper ceremony. On 10 July, we celebrated a super graduation ceremony, 
with the largest number of squads graduating on the same day. This graduation ceremony celebrated the achievements 
of four squads: gold, blue, silver and green—117 new police officers in all. The 82 men and 35 women of these 
squads had already received their Certificates of Operational Status so they could fulfil roles on the front line. Our 
newest officers come from many different backgrounds and range in age from 19 to 50. Thirteen are of Aboriginal 
heritage and 21 from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. There are university graduates, former 
truck drivers, graphic designers, teachers and tradies. They have all survived and prospered in the academy’s 
demanding 28-week course and have already begun to serve our state, with gold and blue teams allocated to 
metropolitan and regional stations, while silver and green teams have been assisting the COVID-19 self-quarantine 
assurance team with track and trace duties. 

These occasions are important in the police year and they also provide opportunities to recognise extraordinary 
service and courage. On this occasion, two bravery awards were presented, along with Certificates of Service to 
two long-serving officers and six Certificates of Outstanding Performance. I am sure that the house will join with 
me in thanking all these officers, both the 117 newest police and those whose service has been recognised. The 
dedication and commitment of our police during the COVID-19 pandemic reinforces to all Western Australians 
just how well served we are by the women and men in uniform and those who support them.  
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